
Tri-Hamlet Hurricane Relief Meeting 

Date: November 5, 2012  

Location: Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Community Library 

 

Bob Vecchio called the meeting to order at 7:05PM 

The following people/organizations were in attendance: 

[insert from excel spreadsheet] 

Bob gave a brief overview of the situation and update on weekend efforts to provide relief to the 

residents of the area. 

o Rich Olsen of FEMA discussed potential strategies to move foreward which included: 

 Reaching out to National Organizations that we are all affiliated with. Most have disaster 

relief divisions and can send much needed money and resources into the community. For 

example:  Catholic Charities, Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, Lutheran Church, Jewish, Methodists 

(known for their disaster relief), etc. 

o Check with The National Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster 

http://www.nvoad.org/ 

 JoAnn Oram of FEMA also brought the group up-to-date on FEMA’s activities in the area. 

 Implement a Disaster Case Management System to track families in need. This may be 

accomplished through FEMA getting other non-profit’s involved.  

 Create an “un-met needs” roundtable of volunteers to help families. 

 Find locations in the community to store donations. 

 Find space in the community to distribute donations from: storefronts, trailers, etc. 

 Create a donations management plan with a volunteer group and leader. Clothing donations 

can be overwhelming and can cost money to dispose of.  

 Encourage non-perishable food donations to the Emergency Food Pantry and St. Judes 

outreach center. Do not accept clothing donations going forward. 

 Organize people to deliver food to those remaining in their homes. (Meals- on-Wheels) 

 Provide a list of warming centers. 

 Distribute information to the residents who are not evacuating, not getting information. 

 

Update on what has been done: 

 Brookhaven Town sent representatives door-to-door to all Section 8 houses and offered 

relocation to other Section 8 homes.  

 County/Town looking at separate shelters for sex offenders. 

 Red Cross has been delivering meals to the Nutrition Center on Neighborhood Rd. 

 Brookhaven Town Jitney Bus service running from Nutrition Center to shelters. 

http://www.nvoad.org/


 Area residents set obtained a trailer and are storing donations adjacent to the MB Firehouse. 

 Red Cross set up adjacent to MB Firehouse. 

 Warming Centers set up. 

 Housing: FEMA helping with grants for short-term housing needs. County/Town/State/Federal 

Govt. will be looking to resolve long-term housing needs. 

 MB Village shut off power to 100 homes, 500 more possible. Fire hazards identified when salt 

water infiltrated electrical systems are turned back on.  

 Red Cross administering shelter at Sachem East/now St. Joseph’s College. 

 William Floyd Summit and St. Jude’s accepting monetary donations. Both are charitable 

organizations. Write “Tri-Hamlet Relief Fund” in the memo field of check. Tax deductible. 

WF Summit, PO Box 191, Mastic, NY 11950. 

 Vacant storefronts on Neighborhood Rd. being investigated for short-term relief centers, 

donation distribution points. 

 Suggestion of an “800” number to triage calls. 

 “Routing” effected areas with code enforcement cars/bullhorns. 

 Nana’s house central point for distribution/donation of clothing.  

 Consider a mailer/postcard to effected homes. 

 Need a map/some indication of scale of impacted families to gauge appropriate response. 

 Library offered use of the Library online community calendar to centralize information on events 

in the community.  

 State Troopers and National Guard here indefinitely. 

 Keep media attention on the area. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

 Community Meeting Thursday November 8, 2012, 7PM at the Library. 

 Groups should come with a list of ideas of what they can commit to: Volunteers, coordination, 

outreach, facility use. 

 Library will develop an information sheet to distribute to WFSD children on Nov. 6th before the 

next storm hits. This will be kept up to date by the library, available on the web page, and 

distributed to community organizations. Ron Gross will assist with information as well. School 

will print flyers. 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned 9:55PM 

 

Minutes submitted by Kerri Rosalia 

 

 


