
Tri-Hamlet Hurricane Relief Exec. Council Mtg.  11/19/12 

Bob Vecchio called the meeting to order at 7:05PM 

Executive Council Chair Bob Vecchio reported there is an amazing amount of work is taking place. It 

seems likely there will be more executive council meetings in the future and less large council meetings.  

 Committee chairs should be meeting with their members now on a regular basis. If you need 

more committee members let Bob know before Wednesday 

 Crisis stage has passed, we are into the long range recovery phase of our efforts. 

 School district trying to compile attendance records to see who has not returned to school since 

the storm. Those living in condemned homes may have left the area.  (R. Vecchio)  

Committee Reports: 

Bill Jackson –Community Food Pantry  

 Pantry is filled to capacity. They are taking donations from their regular donors only at this 

point. Food pantry providing supplies to Lambs Chapel, Presbyterian Church, Nana’s House, St. 

Jude’s Parrish, Gordon Heights FD. 

 http://www.licares.com has a list of all food pantries. 

 Food Pantry distributed 200+ turkeys for Colonial Youth. There are 30 additional turkeys 

available if you know any families in need that are not on the list already. 

  Shrine of St. Jude’s Knights of Columbus members have agreed to pickup from the food pantry 

to deliver to St. Jude’s outreach.  

 Food pantry customers increased this year 30% before the storm.  Funding cut this year by 30%. 

The pantry is getting 5-7 new clients every night since the storm. 

  Bill Jackson will be soliciting for donations from local businesses. Bill Doyle will be soliciting for 

donations from large corporations in the future. 

 King Kullen donated $85,000 worth of gift cards to LI Cares. Bill Jackson received two hundred 

and fifty $50 gift cards that were distributed through this community.  

Volunteer  Management  - Shirley Speruta reported.  Alyson has decided to take a more hand’s on role, 

working at the Nutrition Center. 

 Longwood HS teachers donated $1,000 and donated in the form of gift cards to Home Depot, 

CVS, Kohls,  and Stop and Shop in $25.00 denominations.  Shirley turned the gift cards over to 

Bill Jackson to distribute through the pantries.  

 Shirley received a donation from an individual Longwood teacher.   

 A food drive is still going on a Longwood for our residents.  Community Relations person (Jean 

Descoli) 

  BNL very interested in helping our efforts. BNL donated cleaning supplies and can donate more 

when we run out.  Shirley will accept now.  BNL wants to start an adopt-a-kid Christmas so 



Lorraine Metz is working on this idea with Lynda Zach. Jean is contacting Motorola to see if she 

can get them involved.  

 Fax received from a Reverend from a Mt. Sinai Church. He is able to help with a small crew in 

home repairs.  

 Dawn Rice will oversee volunteer management for home repair.  

 Teacher at Longwood School volunteered to meet with our group or with residents to provide 

Holistic advice for people or animals.  

 Volunteers are logging on to website, Shirley requested the Library add email addresses. If you 

get your own volunteer be sure the volunteers sign in and out at your event. Send them to 

Shirley daily or bring them to the meeting.  

 Organizations that are willing to commit their organization to volunteer get a contact member 

for the head of the organization to call on if needed.   

Heather – Hot Food Service 

 Hot food services is covered through December 2nd at St. Andrew’s Church.  

 Greek Bites restaurant, the WF Alumni class of ’86, and more. The groups are taking the meals 

out and delivering to them after they feed those who come to eat at St. Andrew’s.  This is 

working well. Looking for a commitment through the end of December from community groups. 

 Chair will reach out to Rotary and other groups for volunteers.   

 Heather’s sister will become co-chair December 7th forward.  

 Food handler service seems to be covered by community residents. 

  May need two or three volunteers to do off-site food distribution.  

 Groups should be prepared to feed  75-100.  

 Red Cross is leaving this week.   

 Heather distributed flyers in English and Spanish a few hours before the meals were served. 

Flyers were developed and translated by Library.    

 Brookhaven FEW will be serving Thanksgiving meals on Thanksgiving Day at St. Andrew’s .  

 TJ’ s is handing out coupons for a Thanksgiving Breakfast at specific food times.  

 Be sensitive to recipients who may be embarrassed or prideful about accepting.  

Bill Doyle Fundraising 

 November 28th Manor House Comedy (Details listed on the tri-hamlet hurricane website) 

 Dec. 6th  at Ladakins, Comedy for a Cause,  $35pp (Details on the tri-hamlet website) 

 Dec. 8th Army/Navy Football game at Porters on the Lane, Bellport. Free will donation, ½ price 

menu and beer. Game on four big screen televisions.  Senator Zeldin will be there and will reach 

out to his contacts to get high attendance. Community Summit as the primary host and Senator 

Zeldin will not be accepting any money from the event.  All proceeds go to Tri-Hamlet Hurricane 

Relief.   

 Bill is collecting ideas for fundraisers.  

 Fundraisers ideas will be investigated and brought to the Summit Board. 



 March…possible donation event at the Bingo Hall with other community organizations. 

 Fundraising proceeds can be earmarked for building supplies. Approaching local corporations 

about unmet needs once they are established would be appropriate. Timothy Hill Ranch is 

stockpiling building supplies.  

 Fundraising committee researching Pathmark giving 1% back to a community non-profits. 

 

Beth Wahl - Donations 

 Donations: 1,369.02 donations in through the Paypal account.  

 WF Summit received a $200 check and a $1,000 check from Empire National Bank. 

 Make all checks out to William Floyd Community Summit, Inc. with Tri-hamlet hurricane relief in 

the memo field.  

Elizabeth Smyth – Bob and John reported from Elizabeths email  

 Intake Document is revising the document so it matches what 211 needs for intake. 

 List has been sorted by physical address. Nana’s house has offered to assist. They have been 

entering data into a google doc spreadsheet which is a placeholder until people can be trained 

in VOAD system which will be happening soon.  

 Currently trying to arrange a training day to faith based leaders and provided an email link on 

training through VOAD. She will continue to work with faith based groups. 

  Everyone should promote 211 as an intake site.   

 Elizabeth is focusing on groups that may not be highly visible, displaced families, minority 

residents. Still looking for a list of condemned homes from the MB Village to follow up with 

individual families. As database is created we can ascertain what the need is. 126 houses 

declared unsafe so far.  

 Bob Vecchio is looking for leaders in the community who represent minority and ESOL groups to 

get someone on the council. Encourage ESOL residents to volunteer.  

 Shirley Speruta is fluent in Spanish and can assist.  Library will add languages spoken to the 

volunteer form. Owner of the WF Diner is very connected to the community.  

Remember to direct people to the Disaster Recovery Center at Herkimer St.  

Government Liaison – John Doyle and Josh Slaughter  

 Town did not have any homes condemned or declared unsafe in Mastic or Shirley. This is the 

purview of the Mastic Beach Village.   

 A firm definition of home sticker colors and meanings will be provided on Wednesday night. 

 Over 200 homes stickered yellow in Mastic Beach, indicating some degree of problem.  

  John Doyle reported that Brookhaven Town looked into the Section 8 residents and reported 

the home address and condition to Mastic Beach Village.  



 No homes were declared unsafe in Smith Point Estates, nothing on the canal roads as the roads 

flooded but are not destroyed. Houses in those areas are built to sustain the flooding. 

Grandview Drive had major flooding.  It is really important to quantify the need in the 

community (R. Vecchio) what was the impact here? 

  John Doyle reported it will be a while before there are hard numbers as they are going to come 

out of FEMA.  Suffolk County is set up in the disaster center to address DSS homes. The County 

will stop DSS payment for unsafe homes when it is reported through the town inspectors. The 

village code inspectors decide about the safety of the homes.  

 

Home Repair – Chris and Gabe 

A discussion regarding potential liability occurred, led by attorney Ray Keegan. It was agreed that: 

 The scope of the Tri-Hamlet Hurricane Committee, and specifically the Home Repair committee 

is to raise funding for repair grants and to provide information and referral services to licensed 

contractors who have a permit to work in Mastic Beach Village, and to connect residents with 

outside organizations who are pushing into the community to assist with repairs (FEMA STEP 

program, Church of the Latter Day Saints, Lambs Chapel, etc.). The committee members 

themselves will not undertake any repairs due to legal constraints. 

 Josh Slaughter will provide the link to the County website where residents can verify 

contractor’s license to perform work.  

 There was a brief discussion about the 211 system, and the Work Orders that are entered into 

that system pertaining to area homes. Jon Siebert will update the group on that process at the 

next meeting. 

 The Volunteer Management Chair will offer information to contractors looking to volunteer in 

the community about larger organizations who they can contact for more information.  

 

Action Items 

 Continue to direct residents to the Disaster Center on Herkimer Street 

 Continue to direct residents to register with FEMA 

 Continue to direct residents to call 211 

 Utilize the Library Link Calendar of events, which will be linked to the tri-hamlet hurricane relief 

website to track dates of community events of importance to the relief effort. Updates to that 

calendar should be emailed to krosalia@gmail.com. Organizations can get their own username 

and log in to update the calendar themselves.  

 There will be a link to the County website where residents can verify contractor’s license to 

perform work.  We will investigate if there is a link we can provide to contractor’s who hold a 

permit to work in Mastic Beach Village. 

mailto:krosalia@gmail.com


 Government liaisons will get statistics on homes damaged/declared unsafe and will provide 

definitions for the home “sticker” system. (red, yellow, green) 

 Council members will look for bi-lingual residents representing the diverse populations in our 

community for inclusion on the council. “Languages spoken” will be added to the list of skills on 

the volunteer google form. 

 Email addresses will be added to the volunteer google form. 

 Community fundraisers will be added  to the websites. 

 

Future Meetings: 

 Next Tri-Hamlet Hurricane Relief Leader’s Council meeting  

 Wednesday November 21, 2012, 7PM at the Library. 

 Next Executive Council Meeting  

Monday December 3, 2012, 7PM at the Library. 

 

Minutes submitted by Kerri Rosalia 

 

 

 


